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LULEÅ ART BIENNIAL
 LAB 09

CALL FOR PROPOSALS

RISK  It is human to make a mistake. Or two… 

Under the thematic umbrella RISK, Luleå Art Biennial, LAB09 invites proposals 
for works/projects for its 14th edition opening June 17 2009.

Luleå Art Biennial encourages the production of new works. For this edition, 
LAB09 aims to realize approximately 25 new works of art, selected from 
proposals responding to the thematic framework specified in the current call for 
proposals.

For a more in depth description of the thematic call, instructions regarding the 
proposal and general information about the biennial, see this document or go to 
www.kilenartgroup.org.

This document includes: 
THEMATIC CALL, INFORMATION/CONDITIONS AND APPLICATION FORM

 

Gillian Steel, My father LAB 2003; Frank Bölter, Little boys of Luleå, LAB 2007
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LULEÅ ART BIENNIAL
 LAB 09

THEMATIC CALL

Risk It is human to make a mistake. Or two…

It is possible to suggest that what defines the human being as human, as 
distinct from other life forms, is the capacity to error, to make mistakes, to 
fail. Philosopher of science, Georges Canguilhem, has commented upon the 
analogy between human evolution and error, that in the evolutionary process 
change is linked to chance and failure; i.e. that it is when the reproduction of 
the genome fails, when there is an error in representation, that a new code is 
produced, that mutation occurs, and, thus, that new life forms emerge. He 
continues to suggest that, as a consequence, human life as such must be 
characterized not only by truth and precision, advance and consolidation, but 
also by the possibility and capacity to error, failure, incompleteness, indecision, 
doubt and imperfection. 

Creativity and the radically new…
In this light, creativity, the never-ending search and call for the radically new, 
has perhaps no choice but to find its contemporary 21st century path by 
accepting to seek out alternatives to reproduction of the norm, justice and 
common sense. Creativity, if it is to address the current state of permanent 
exception and institutionalized crisis, will need to embrace the possibilities of 
inconsistency, incompleteness, incoherence, disorder, failure, as the most 
potent seeds of change, transformation, and creation/discovery of new life 
forms. Indeed error and inconsistency introduces the possibility of meaning 
beyond the ruling hegemony and the current regimes of truth.

Art at risk…
The field of contemporary art constitutes a very particular category of human 
activities. Lacking borders, constantly opposing limitations, in a state of constant 
redefinition and flux, continuously outdoing any definition or attempt to pin 
down its nature or characteristics, consistently expanding its repertoire, con-
temporary art is an extraordinary field of practice where we have come to expect 
the unexpected, assume the carpet to be pulled away from under our feet, 
anticipate new worlds to be produced rather than the existing ones dismantled 
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But if such newness is to be taken seriously, if error or failure indeed is called 
upon to perform the potentialities suggested above, then it also means that the 
artist accepts that the stakes are raised, that she/he puts herself/himself at risk; 
that nothing less than a will to risk is the challenge offered.

Luleå Art Biennial 2009
The Luleå Art Biennial, LAB 09 invites proposals that respond to the framework 
suggested above, proposals which may involve failure as much as success, 
error equally to correctness, doubt as well as certainty, proposal s which think 
or imagine other orders, structures, modes, or systems other than those of the 
current hegemony, proposals which test the very notions of art or which overstep 
our expectations.

In other words, given the notions and thematic suggested above, Luleå Art 
Biennial 2009 invites proposals for works with no less an agenda than the revision 
of what it might mean to be human – in all its aspects – socially, politically, 
existentially, philosophically, technologically  – in the 21st century. 

 Luleå Art Biennial 2009 encourages furthermore works/projects which do not 
necessarily evade the need to document and reflect upon the present in its 
squalor and hegemonic pathologies, but which focus on enabling the redrawing 
of the map of contingencies through observing the need to step outside current 
and ruling agreements. Perhaps this is to suggest the invitation of artworks that 
do not only console or tell about or recall or sort out but those which also un-
settle, disturb, disprove, or fail to make sense. 

Jan-Erik Lundström.
Curator, Luleå Art Biennial 2009  



Luleå Art Biennial • Kilen Art Group • Kronan H5 • 974 42 LULEÅ • SWEDEN
tel: +46 (0)920-156 24 • Fax: +46 (0)920-156 20 • E-mail: info@kilenartgroup.org 
Website: www.kilenartgroup.org

LULEÅ ART BIENNIAL
 LAB 09INFORMATION AND CONDITIONS

History
The Luleå region has over the centuries been developed much through its natural 
resources, ore and timber. Today this is reflected through the high presence of steel 
industries and a high technology infrastructure.
For the past 19 years, the Kilen Art Group, together with the City of Luleå, has held
and developed international artistic events in Luleå in northern Sweden.
The aim is to produce high quality art events of international standard.

Luleå Art Biennial, LAB09

Duration
Installation period June 11 - June 16 2009.
Exhibition June 17 - August 23 2009.

Location 
Luleå Art Biennial (LAB09) is held at three separate locations, two indoors locations 
and one outdoors:
• The Art Gallery of the House of Culture.
• The Regional Museum of Norrbotten.
• The Museum Park.

Participants
• At the minimum 20 artists from all over the world will be accepted to participate in 
the biennial. The curator will make the selection based on proposals received by the 
LAB09 before January 31, 2009.
• Insurance: As individuals, the participants take part in the biennial at their own risk. 
Please ensure that you have organized adequate insurance cover for yourself. 
  
Travel and accomodation
• The organizer will pay for one return journey (round trip) to Luleå for each participa-
ting project.
• Food and accomodation during the construction period will be paid by the organizer.
• Accommodation and food expenses for any other person who may travel with the 
artist will not be provided by the organizer.

Fees 
• An Exhibition fee of SEK 3000 (about USD 390) for each artist/project will be paid by 
the organizer.
• One grant worth SEK 8,000 (about 1040 USD) will be awarded.
• If the work of art is to be for sale, please indicate the price at the appropriate place on 
the application form. The organizer´s commission fee is 20 %.
If it is not for sale please indicate its insurance value. Observe that insurance is not 
covered for outdoor works.

Materials
• There are no restrictions regarding material or technique.
• Artists wishing to produce/create their works on location in Luleå must specify the 
materials they  require that they would like the organizer to arrange. These materials 
are on the organizers expense.
• Please inform the organizer of any special needs/requirements. We will provide any 
assistance possible.
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Tools
• LAB09 can provide adequate studios/workshops.
• LAB09 can provide the artist with tools and equipment that the artist are unable to 
carry with him/her. Please, let us know in advance exactly your needs.

Copyright
• The organizer reserves the right to publish photographs and films showing the
 exhibited art works.

Logistics 
• Artists that plan to send finished works shall send them so that the work of art will be 
in Luleå by 1st June 2009 at the latest. Expenses for transports are not coverd by the 
organizer, unless specifically agreed so with the organizer.
• Return transport is only covered through special and individual agreements. Inall 
other cases, the work of art produced on location, for the biennial, remain the property 
of LAB09. Outdoor art could, after individual agreement, be placed in the Kronan 
Sculpture Park in Luleå. 

How to apply
Please fill in and return the following documents by e-mail or regular mail to reach the 
organizers not later than January 31, 2009:
• Application form.
• Explanation, title, technique and size of the proposed work of art.
• Exhibition catalogues or photographs or other documentation of the artist´s previous 
works. Note that these will not be returned.
• Curriculum Vitae
• Short biography  
• Lists of materials and tools needed

TIME LINE
January 31  Deadline for application.    
   The documents must reach the organizer at this date at the  
   latest.
June 10  Earliest arrival date for artists.
June 11 - 16  Construction and installation period.
June 13  Swedish midnight sun festivities.  
June 17   Opening ceremony.
June 18  Departure date.
June 17 - Aug. 23  Exhibition period.
  
The Curator Jan-Erik Lundström reserves the right to select the participating projects, 
based on the proposals that have reached the organizer before January 31 2009.

                                            
Dan Lestander      Ricky Sandberg
Artistic Director      Project Manager

Backed by:
Swedish Arts Council, City of Luleå, Norrbotten County Council and Quality Hotel
In cooperation with: The Luleå Arthall and The Regional Museum of Norrbotten
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CURATOR
Jan-Erik Lundström is the director of BildMuseet, Umeå university, Umeå, Sweden, 
a museum of contemporary art and visual culture. He is equally involved in curating, 
organizing, lecturing and writing. 

Among his latest exhibitions are Politics of Place, Killing Me Softly (Tirana Biennial), 
Projects for a Revolution (Mois de la Photo, Montreal), Double Vision (Prague Bien-
nale), Same, Same, but Different, Människor i Norr (People of the North) and The Map. 
He was the artistic director of Berlin Photography Festival, 2005, where he produced 
the exhibition After the Fact, a major survey of documentary practices in contemporary 
art, one of three chief curators of Heterotopias, the 1st Thessaloniki Biennial of Con-
temporary Art in 2007 and the curator of Bucharest Biennial 3 in 2008. 

He is the author of numerous books, including Nordic Landscapes, Tankar om fo-
tografi (Thoughts on Photography), Irving Penn, And God Created Men: Hans Gedda, 
Horizons: Towards a Global Africa and The Document, a short history (forthcoming). 
Recent monographic contributions include texts on artists such as Barthelemy Toguo, 
Ghada Amer, Pertti Kekarainen, Rosa Barba and Alfredo Jaar. 

He has been guest professor at HISK, Antwerp, Belgium, the Kunstakademie, Oslo, 
Norway and Academy of Fine Art, Stockholm. Lundström is a prolific international lec-
turer and writer, contributor to symposia internationally and to cultural magazines such 
as Glänta, European Photography, Paletten and tema celeste. 

He is currently chair of the Board of Centrum för Fotografi (Centre of Photography) in 
Stockholm and he has served on the Board of the National Public Art Council of Swe-
den and on the Swedish National Cultural Council’s Task Force for Cultural Diversity. 
Lundström currently also chairs Friendly Takeovers, a cultural exchange program 
between South Africa and Sweden.
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LULEÅ ART BIENNIAL
 LAB 09

APPLICATION FORM • LAB09

Please send back following document´s by regular mail or e-mail so that the 
organizer will get it before January 31 2009:
•  This application form. 
•  Curriculum Vitae.
•  Exhibition catalogues or photos of your works. (These will not be returned.) 
•  Short biography.  
•  Explanations and title and production information of the project that you are 
planning to show in the Luleå Art Biennial 2009.    
•  List of the materials and the tools you need to realize your project

Will your work of art be offered for sale?       yes     no 
Price or insurable value: ……………………………………………….

Surname: …………………………………………………………………………........
Given name: ……………………………………………………………………………
Date of birth: ……………………………………………………………………………
Permanent address: ............................................................................................
………………………………………………………………………………..................
..............................................................................................................................
Country: ………………………………………………………………………………...

E-mail: …………………………………………………………
Phone: …………………………………………………………
Fax: ……………………………………………………………
Web site:……………………………………………………….
Vegetarian:      yes    no 

I have taken part of the information and accept the conditions.

Date: ………………… 
Signature: 

………………………………………………..........

RISK 


